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Russia and her western partners. From the beginning of August the Porte had sporadically interfered with the movement of merchant vessels entering and leaving the Black Sea. On September 277 N.S., following the interception by the British of a Turkish destroyer which ventured into the Aegean Sea, the Dardanelles were closed to all merchantmen. Allied protests against this violation of international conventions while Turkey was still technically neutral were of no avail, and the Straits remained closed until the end of the war. Turkey's entry into the war, which Sazonov had so diligently tried to prevent, provided Russia with what was soon to become her major war aim and the dominant factor in her Balkan policy—the annexation of Constantinople and the Straits.
Negotiations with Italy were initiated after the proclamation of Italian neutrality and were conducted by Rome simultaneously with both belligerent groups in the spirit of what the Italian prime minister Salandra euphemistically called "sacro egoismo" Secret discussions of the terms on which Italy would agree to throw in her lot with the entente began in the Russian capital but were shifted, at the request of the Italian government, to London, a change of venue that ruffled Sazonov. Although the Italian demands were onerous, most of them were quickly conceded by the allies, who feared to be outbid by the central Powers. Sazonov, however, after having reluctantly accepted the main points of the Italian program, raised obstinate objections to other points which the British and the French regarded as relatively minor. There followed an acrimonious controversy over the apportionment of morsels of Albania and of the Dalmatian coast among Italy, Serbia, Greece, and Montenegro, and over the "neutralization" of patches of the eastern littoral of the Adriatic, Sazonov stanchly defending the right of Serbia to a free access to the sea and opposing the cession to Italy of territories inhabited by Slav populations. The intransigent attitude of Italy and the insistence of Grey and Delcasse, the French foreign minister, that the negotiations be brought to a speedy successful conclusion forced Sazonov to make further concessions. But even after the territorial questions were safely out of the way he nearly wrecked the agreement by demanding that Italy should enter the war by May 1, N.S., instead of at the end of that month, as proposed by Rome. It required much pressure from London and Paris, including a personal letter from Poincare to the tsar, to overcome Sazonov's resistance. By virtue of the secret treaty signed

